MOSCOW   IN   THE   MAKING
replace trains; an attempt is already being made to dis-
courage the use of trams in the central parts by charging
higher fares.
We have already dealt with the biggest transport job
that has as yet been finished, the building of the first section
of the Metro. At present the line is short and the area
served is small, but it already makes it possible to reach two
of the principal parks in a few minutes from the centre of the
city. As other lines are built, the Metro should do a good
deal to relieve street transport. In particular, the residential
area in the Lenin hills is to be connected to the central
portions of the city by three Metro lines.
Most of the suburban railway lines have been electrified,
and it is intended that they shall all be dealt with in the next
two years.
As regards roads, an immense amount of widening is
being done at the present time* Trees and grass in the
boulevards and in the squares have been, and are being,
replaced by asphalt; obstructive houses are being pulled
down; it is not too much to say that the work of widening is
proceeding at a furious pace. In fact, there is a good deal
of criticism. Many of the roads seem to be too wide for the
amount of traffic: people say with some justice that they
are both ugly and dangerous. There are no roundabouts,
and traffic control does not seem to have been worked out,
with the result that although the traffic is very small for so
large a city, road crossing in many places is exceedingly
dangerous for pedestrians.
The centre of Moscow is laid out on a spider's web plan,
with two ring roads (the A ring and the B ring) on the sites
of old fortifications. This plan is being maintained in its
general lines, with two additional ring roads farther from
the centre and three great diagonal boulevards. A large
part of the widening is at present going on in the A and B
rings, and already the crossings with the main radial roads
are catising serious congestion.
But this can be overcome; more study of traffic problems
is needed; and, in fact, Moscow traffic experts were visiting
England and Paris at the time we were in Moscow. A
great deal has already been done to improve transport,
although the trams are still often abominably overcrowded.
The whole transport system seems, so far as one could judge
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